Introduction
In this paper I intend to investigate the application of the Shar^i'a in homicide cases in 19th century Egypt, before the reception of French law codes in 1883.1 The scope of enforcement of the Shar^l'a in the Islamic world before the introduction of Western law is still a matter of controversy.
On the one hand there are many Western scholars maintaining that the Sharîca was merely a theoretical con- Qamus, vol. iv, . Cases where capital punishment was demanded by the plaintiffs would be submitted to
